
ABC NEWS/WASHINGTON POST POLL: Clinton/McCain – 3/5/06 
EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 a.m. Tuesday, March 7, 2006 
 

Clinton vs McCain: Base vs. Beyond 
 
More than two years out, most Americans have favorable views of the two most talked 
about potential '08 presidential candidates, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY) and 
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ). But their support profiles are vastly different: Clinton, much 
stronger in her base; McCain, far more appealing beyond his. 
 
Fifty-two percent in this ABC News/Washington Post poll have a favorable opinion of 
Clinton, compared with 59 percent for McCain. McCain’s popularity is at once broader 
across partisan lines and less divisive in terms of intensity of sentiment. Yet the flipside is 
that he’s considerably weaker among Republicans than Clinton is among Democrats. 
 
Overall 46 percent view Clinton unfavorably, compared with 29 percent for McCain 
(more have no opinion of McCain). More ominously for Clinton, 33 percent have a 
"strongly" unfavorable impression of her, compared with just 11 percent for McCain. 
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CLINTON – Positive views of Clinton are highest by far in her own political party. Eight 
in ten Democrats view her favorably, compared with only two in 10 Republicans. And 
negative sentiment is extraordinarily intense across the aisle: Almost three-quarters of 



 2

conservative Republicans have strongly negative feelings toward her – likely the long 
hangover from her “vast right-wing conspiracy” complaint. 
 
That intensity is unmatched by their political opposites: Fewer than half of liberal 
Democrats have a strongly favorable opinion of Clinton. 
 
In positive changes for Clinton, compared with June 2003, those with “no opinion” are 
down by six points, her favorable rating is up by eight points, and her “strongly” 
favorable rating us up by 12. Her strong unfavorables, though, didn’t budge. 
 
McCAIN – In stark contrast to Clinton, majorities across political and ideological groups 
see McCain favorably. Only seven points separate Democrats’ and Republicans’ 
favorable opinions, 57 percent and 64 percent. And remarkably, McCain is viewed 
favorably by six in 10 liberal Democrats as well as seven in 10 conservative Republicans. 
 
                                     Clinton                
                         ---Favorable---   --Unfavorable--   
                         NET    Strongly   NET    Strongly   
         All             52%       27      46        33 
  
         Democrats       80        50      16         7 
         Republicans     19         5      79        64 
         Independents    53        25      45        32 
 
         Conserv. Reps   14         4      84        73  
         Liberal Dems    86        48      12         3 
 
  
                                     McCain           
                         ---Favorable---   --Unfavorable-- 
                         NET    Strongly   NET    Strongly 
         All             59        22      29        11 
  
         Democrats       57        23      33        13 
         Republicans     64        25      27        11 
         Independents    59        20      29        10 
 
         Conserv. Reps   69        29      24         9  
         Liberal Dems    61        29      31        12 
  
 
These views present challenges for both candidates. Clinton has 16 points more 
favorability within her own party than McCain has within his; that makes a primary 
campaign look easier for her. But McCain has more cross-party appeal, he edges out 
Clinton in favorable ratings among independents by six points and his “strongly” 
unfavorable ratings among independents are a third of Clinton’s. All those would help in 
a general election campaign – if he got there. 
 
A challenge for Clinton is that those strong disapprovers might be especially motivated to 
vote against her; another is that, because nearly everyone already has an opinion of her, 
winning more support means convincing people who currently are inclined against her. 
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More Americans, 12 percent, still have no opinion of McCain; he’s got 971 days to make 
the sale. But so does she. 
 
METHODOLOGY – This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone 
March 2-5, 2006, among a random national sample of 1,000 adults. The results have a 
three-point error margin. Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham, 
Pa. 
 

Analysis by Dalia Sussman and Drew Allen. 
 
ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollvault.html. 
 
Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934. 
 
Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent). 
 
 
1. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of (NAME)?  IF 
FAVORABLE/UNFAVORABLE: Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat? 
 
3/5/06 - Summary Table 
 
                          Favorable     Unfavorable     No opinion 
b. Hillary Rodham Clinton    52             46               2  
c. John McCain               59             29              12 
a, d Released 3/6/06 
 
 
Trend: 
 
 
b. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
 
            ------ Favorable ------   ----- Unfavorable -----       No    
            NET  Strongly  Somewhat   NET  Somewhat  Strongly    opinion 
3/5/06      52      27        25      46      12        33          2 
6/5/05      51      NA        NA      46      NA        NA          3 
6/1/03      44      15        29      48      16        32          8 
9/2/99      49      NA        NA      44      NA        NA          7 
6/6/99      59                        35                            6 
3/14/99     60                        36                            4 
2/14/99     63                        31                            6 
11/1/98     64                        31                            5 
11/1/98 LV  60                        36                            3 
8/21/98     64                        28                            8 
8/19/98     64                        32                            4   
4/4/98      58                        33                           10   
1/30/98     60                        30                           10   
1/19/98     52                        39                            9   
3/9/97      47                        44                            9   
9/4/96 RV   47                        42                           12   
6/30/96     44                        47                            9   
1/21/96     28                        36                           36   
1/19/96     32                        34                           34   
10/31/94    47                        44                            8   
5/15/94     54                        41                            5   
3/27/94     53                        39                            8   
1/23/94     55                        34                           11   
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11/14/93    58                        33                            9   
8/8/93      59                        33                            8   
4/26/93     54                        26                           20   
2/23/93     59                        24                           18   
1/17/93     51                        20                           29 
7/8/92      30                        26                           43 
3/28/92     28                        22                           51           
 
 
c. John McCain 
 
            ------ Favorable ------   ----- Unfavorable -----       No      
            NET  Strongly  Somewhat   NET  Somewhat  Strongly    opinion 
3/5/06      59      22        38      29      18        11         12 
6/5/05      57      NA        NA      32      NA        NA         11 
7/30/01     57                        30                           12 
2/27/00     60                        21                           19 
10/31/99    36                        22                           41 
9/2/99      22                        10                           68 
3/14/99     20                        10                           69 
 
 
***END*** 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


