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Bush has Expectations 
Working On His Side 

 
While the race for the presidency is close, George W. Bush has expectations working for 
him: Most likely voters think that in the end he’ll win a second term. 
 
Even though the race has been a dead heat for much of the past week, 56 percent in the 
latest ABC News tracking poll think Bush will win, compared with 33 percent who think 
Kerry will. That’s a bit closer than in early September, before the debates revived Kerry’s 
campaign, but expectations remain on Bush’s side. 
 
After a dead heat last Wednesday through Friday, the race today stands at 50 percent 
support for Bush, 46 percent for Kerry and two percent for Ralph Nader among likely 
voters in interviews Wednesday through Saturday. The last two days were better for 
Bush, who’s taken to the road since Wednesday’s debate with sharpened criticism of 
Kerry’s domestic policies. 
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Who Do You Think Will Win?
ABC News poll

 
 
Women account for some of the slight movement in the race. Men still support Bush by 
double digits (13 points in this poll), while women are now supporting Kerry by a 



narrower 51-46 percent. Bush also is back to poaching slightly more Democrats (13 
percent support him) than Kerry wins Republicans (seven percent). Still, independents, 
key swing voters, divide closely, 48 percent for Kerry, 45 percent for Bush. 
 
One of Bush’s lines of attack has been to portray Kerry as a liberal – an effective 
criticism if it sticks, given the ideological makeup of likely voters. About two in 10 call 
themselves liberals; substantially more, 34 percent in this poll, are conservatives. That 
gives Bush a bigger base, while Kerry has to appeal beyond his base to more of the 
middle – a sometimes tricky political straddle. 
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The 2004 Election
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NADER – With more than 7,500 interviews of registered voters during the last 16 days, 
the ABC News tracking poll has accumulated enough of Nader’s supporters to begin to 
analyze this small subgroup. Independents predominate: Fifty-nine percent of them are 
independents, 21 percent Democrats and 10 percent Republicans.  
 
Fewer than might be expected, three in 10 Nader supporters, are liberals; 24 percent are 
conservatives and 40 percent moderates. They’re younger overall – half of Nader 
supporters are under age 40, compared with 40 percent of all registered voters.  
 
As befits a younger group, Nader supporters also are less well off: Thirty-nine percent of 
Nader voters have incomes over $50,000, compared with 51 percent of all registered 
voters. This poll will produce further analysis of Nader supporters, narrowed to likely 
voters, as the tracking sample grows. 
 



                              Profile of Nader Supporters 
                              (Among registered voters) 
                         Nader supporters     All reg. voters 
         Democrats              21%                33% 
         Republicans            10                 31 
         Independents           59                 27 
 
         Liberals               30                 18 
         Moderates              40                 44 
         Conservatives          24                 35 
 
         Under age 40           50                 40 
 
         Income >$50k           39                 51 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS – Expectations of the outcome are partisan, but not exclusively so. 
Eighty-eight percent of Bush’s supporters expect him to win; fewer of Kerry’s, 67 
percent, predict victory for their candidate.  
 
Only in three core Kerry groups – Democrats, liberals and blacks – do majorities expect 
him to win. Another core Democratic group, non-religious Americans, divide evenly; and 
still another, single women, expect it to be Bush – even though they themselves favor 
Kerry by more than a 20-point margin. 
 
In the two big swing voter groups, 55 percent of independents expect Bush to win, as do 
54 percent of white Catholics. A Bush victory is expected by six in 10 moveable voters, 
young voters and first-time voters alike, as well as by large majorities of Bush’s core 
groups – 75 percent of conservatives and evangelical white Protestants alike. 

                            Who do you think will win?  
                                   Bush   Kerry  
                  All               56%     33  

                  Men               59      32  
                  Women             53      34  

                  Whites            61      28  
                  Blacks            25      70  

                  Democrats         29      61   
                  Independents      55      32  
                  Republicans       84       7  

                  Bush supporters   88       4  
                  Kerry supporters  22      67  

                  Liberals          28      60  
                  Moderates         53      38  
                  Conservatives     75      16  

 



METHODOLOGY – This poll was conducted by telephone Oct. 13-16, 2004 among a 
random national sample of 2,401 adults, including 2,115 registered voters and 1,582 
likely voters. The results have a 2.5-point error margin for the likely voter sample. ABC 
News and The Washington Post are sharing data collection for this tracking poll, then 
independently applying their own models to arrive at likely voter estimates. Sampling, 
data collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham, Pa. 
 
Analysis by Gary Langer. 
 
ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollvault.html.  
 
Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934, or Lisa Finkel, (212) 456-6190. 
 
Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent). 
 
3. (and 3a) If the 2004 presidential election were being held today, would you 
vote for (George W. Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans), (John Kerry and 
John Edwards, the Democrats), or Ralph Nader and Peter Camejo, the 
independents? Which candidate are you leaning toward? 
 
Net Leaned Vote, Likely Voters:    
 
                                    Other     Neither     Would      No 
          Bush    Kerry    Nader    (vol.)     (vol.)    not vote    op. 
10/16/04   50      46        2        *          *          *         2  
10/14/04   48      48        1        *          1          *         1 
10/13/04   48      48        1        *          1          0         2  
10/12/04   48      48        1        *          1          0         2  
10/11/04   50      46        1        *          1          0         2 
10/10/04   50      46        1        *          1          0         2  
10/9/04    50      46        1        *          1          0         2  
10/8/04    50      47        1        *          1          0         2  
10/7/04    50      47        *        *          1          0         1  
10/6/04    49      47        1        1          1          0         1  
10/5/04    49      47        1        1          1          0         1  
10/4/04    51      45        1        *          1          0         1  
10/3/04    51      46        1        *          1          *         1  
9/26/04    51      45        1        *          1          0         2  
9/8/04     52      43        2        *          1          0         2 
8/29/04    48      48        1        *          1          0         2  
8/1/04     47      49        2        *          1          0         1   
7/25/04    50      46        2        *          1          *         1 
 
 
Net Leaned Vote, Registered Voters:    
 
                                    Other     Neither     Would      No 
          Bush    Kerry    Nader    (vol.)     (vol.)    not vote    op. 
10/16/04   49      45        2        *          1          *         3 
10/14/04   47      48        2        *          1          *         2 
10/13/04   47      47        2        *          2          *         2 
10/12/04   47      47        2        *          2          *         2 
10/11/04   48      46        2        *          1          *         2 
10/10/04   48      46        1        *          1          *         3 
10/9/04    48      47        1        *          2          *         3 
10/8/04    48      46        1        *          2          *         3 
10/7/04    48      47        1        *          2          *         2 
10/6/04    49      46        1        1          2          *         2 



10/5/04    50      45        2        *          1          *         2 
10/4/04    52      43        2        *          1          *         2 
10/3/04    50      45        2        *          1          *         2 
9/26/04    51      44        2        1          1          *         2 
9/8/04     50      44        2        *          2          *         2 
8/29/04    48      47        2        *          1          *         2 
8/1/04     44      50        2        *          1          1         2 
7/25/04    48      46        3        *          1          *         1 
7/11/04    46      46        4        1          2          1         1 
6/20/04    44      48        6        *          1          *         1 
5/23/04    46      46        4        *          1          1         1 
4/18/04    48      43        6        *          2          1         * 
3/7/04     44      48        3        *          1          2         2 
 
 
4. (IF NAMED CANDIDATE) Will you definitely vote for (CANDIDATE), or is there a 
chance you could change your mind and vote for someone else? (IF CHANCE CHANGE 
MIND) Is there a good chance you'll change your mind, or would you say it's 
pretty unlikely?  
 
                     Definitely     ---Chance change mind----      No  
                        vote        NET     Good     Unlikely     opin. 
Likely voters: 
10/16/04 All             89         10        4          6         1  
         Bush            91          8        3          5         1             
         Kerry           88         12        5          7         1 
Call for full tend. 
 
 
5. Regardless of whom you support, who do you think will win the election this 
November: (Bush) or (Kerry)? 
 
                                   Nader        Someone          No 
                Bush     Kerry     (vol.)     else (vol.)     opinion 
10/16/04 LV      56        33        *             0             11 
9/8/04   LV      64        25        0             *             10 
         RV      63        26        0             *             11 
 
 
***END*** 
 


