ABC NEWS/WASHINGTON POST POLL: BUSH and THE ECONOMY
EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE AFTER 12:01 a.m. Monday, Feb. 4, 2008

Six in 10 See a Recession;
Stimulus Plan Draws Skepticism

Six in 10 Americans think the economy’s already in a recession — and two-thirds doubt
that a government stimulus package will soften the blow.

Those and other broadly negative views underscore current public anxiety about the
nation’s economy. Eighty-one percent in this ABC News/Washington Post poll say it’s in
bad shape, the most since 1993. And half see a “long-term decline” rather than a normal
correction in a basically solid economic system.
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Other views and trends hold out some hope. While 51 percent are pessimistic about the
economy over the next 12 months, that’s no worse now than in December (albeit far
gloomier than a year earlier). And more, 67 percent, remain optimistic about their own
family’s financial situation, though this, too, is well down from just over a year ago.

RECESSION - Still, the bottom line is not good. Whether the economy technically is in a
recession is a question for economists. But in this poll 59 percent think it is, a level that
could potentially influence behavior, such as leading consumers to curtail spending.



Similarly, the ongoing ABC News Consumer Comfort Index is its lowest in four years,
with ratings of the buying climate their worst in 14 years. Expectations for economic
improvement last month hit a 16-year low. And 39 percent call the economy the single
most important issue in the election, up sharply from 11 percent in September.

The Bush administration and Congress have responded with plans for an economic
stimulus package that would provide payments for most families and tax breaks for
business reinvestment; details are in negotiation. But reflecting the public’s sour views,
67 percent in this poll don’t think it will be enough to avoid or soften a recession.
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Indeed, spending plans for a stimulus payment raise questions about what it would
accomplish. Asked what they’d do with a tax rebate check, just 22 percent of Americans
say they’d spend it, the purpose of the stimulus. Instead 30 percent say they’d save it and
31 percent say they’d use it to pay bills, with the rest divided among other choices.

Use of a rebate check:
Spend it 22%
Save i1t 30
Pay bills 31



POLITICS — While the political impact of the country’s economic jitters remains to be
seen, current views give an edge to the Democrats: The public by 52 percent to 33
percent trusts them over the Republicans to do a better job handling the economy.

The Democrats also lead, by a similar 52-31 percent, in trust to handle the federal budget
deficit; and by a narrower 48-40 percent in trust to handle taxes. Beyond directly
economic issues, the Democrats’ largest lead, 27 points, is on health care, and they have a
14-point edge on trust to handle the war in Irag and 7 points on terrorism. The two parties
are closest on immigration issues, with preference dividing 40-37 percent. All these are
similar to their recent levels.
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Certainly the economy has brought little relief to George W. Bush, already suffering from
long-term low approval by dint of public discontent with the war in Irag (65 percent
continue to say it was not worth fighting). Thirty-three percent approve of Bush’s job
performance overall, a scant point above his career low last month. He’s as low
specifically on Iraq and the economy alike: Just 33 and 30 percent approve, respectively.

Just 33 percent, similarly, approve of the way the Congress as a whole is doing its job,
with somewhat more criticism for the Republicans in Congress (30 percent approval)
than for the Democrats (of whom a bit more, 39 percent, approve).

Perhaps not surprisingly, especially in an election year, there is strong partisanship built
into many of these views — not only on political issues, but on economic judgments as
well. Seventy percent of Democrats and 62 percent of independents think the country’s in



a recession; far fewer Republicans, 40 percent, agree. And Republicans are just over
twice as likely as Democrats or independents to think an economic stimulus package will
soften the blow. But even among Republicans, just under half think it’ll help.

METHODOLOGY - This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone
Jan. 30-Feb. 1, 2008, among a random national sample of 1,249 adults, including an
oversample of African-Americans for a total of 215 black respondents (weighted back to
their correct share of the national population). The results have a 3-point error margin.
Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham, Pa.

Analysis by Gary Langer and Peyton Craighill.

ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollingunit

Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934.

Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent).

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job
as president? Do you approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat?

———————— Approve ----—---- --——-—- Disapprove ------ No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
2/1/08 33 17 16 65 14 51 2
1/12/08 32 16 16 66 15 51 2
12/9/07 33 17 16 64 14 50 3
11/1/07 33 17 16 64 13 50 3
9/30/07 33 15 18 64 14 49 3
9/7/07 33 16 17 64 15 49 3
7/21/07 33 16 17 65 13 52 2
6/1/07 35 17 18 62 16 46 3
4/15/07 35 17 18 62 14 49 2
2/25/07 36 19 17 62 12 49 2
1/19/07 33 17 16 65 14 51 2
12/11/06 36 18 18 62 13 49 2
11/4/06 40 24 16 57 12 46 2
10/22/06 37 21 16 60 15 45 3
10/8/06 39 23 16 60 12 48 1
9/7/06 42 24 18 55 12 43 3
8/6/06 40 23 17 58 12 46 2
6/25/06 38 20 18 60 12 48 2
5/15/06 33 17 16 65 18 47 2
4/9/06 38 20 18 60 13 47 1
3/5/06 41 24 17 58 14 44 1
1/26/06 42 25 18 56 14 42 2
1/8/06 46 29 17 52 13 39 2
12/18/05 47 29 17 52 12 40 1
11/2/05 39 20 18 60 13 47 1
10/29/05 39 22 17 58 13 45 3
9/11/05 42 27 15 57 12 45 1
8/28/05 45 27 18 53 12 41 2
6/26/05 48 27 21 51 11 40 1
6/5/05 48 27 21 52 14 38 1
4/24/05 47 25 22 50 13 38 3
3/13/05 50 31 19 48 11 37 3
1/31/05 50 34 15 45 11 34 5



1/16/05
12/19/04
10/20/04
10/17/04 LV
10716704 LV
10/15/04 LV
1073704 LV
9/26/04
9/8/04
8/29/04
8/1/04
7/25/04
7/11/04
6/20/04
5/23/04
4/18/04
3/7/04
2/11/04
1/18/04
12/21/03
12/14/03
12/7/03
11/16/03
10/29/03
10/13/03
9/30/03
9/13/03
9/7/03
8/11/03
7/10/03
6/22/03
4/30/03
4/16/03
4/9/03
4/3/03
3/23/03
3/20/03
3/2/03
2/23/03
2/9/03
2/1/03
1/28/03
1/27/03
1/20/03
12/15/02
1174702 LV
1173702 LV
1172702 LV
10/27/02
9/26/02
9/8/02
7/28/02
7/15/02
6/17/02
6/9/02
5/19/02
4/21/02
3/28/02
3/10/02
1/27/02
12/19/01
11/727/01
11/6/01
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10/9/01 92 76 16 6

9/27/01 90 70 20 6
9/13/01 86 63 23 12
9/9/01 55 26 29 41
8/12/01 61 28 33 31
7/30/01 59 28 30 38
6/3/01 55 27 28 40
4/22/01 63 33 30 32
3/725/01 58 NA NA 33
2/25/01 55 NA NA 23

2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bush is handling (ITEM)?

2/1/08 - Summary Table

Approve Disapprove

a. The situation in lIraq 33 65
b. The economy 30 67
Trend:

a. The situation in lraq

———————— Approve -——————- ——————

NET  Strongly  Somewhat  NET
2/1/08 33 21 12 65
1712708 30 17 13 69
12/9/07 33 19 14 65
9/30/07 30 17 14 68
9/7/07 34 16 18 65
7/21/07 31 17 14 68
6/1/07 31 17 14 67
4/15/07 29 17 13 70
2/25/07 31 17 14 67
1/19/07 29 16 13 70
1/10/07 34 21 13 64
12/11/06 28 12 16 70
10/8/06 35 21 14 64
9/7/06 41 25 16 57
8/6/06 36 21 15 62
6/25/06 37 21 17 62
5/15/06 32 19 13 66
4/9/06 37 21 16 62
3/5/06 40 23 17 59
1/26/06 39 24 15 60
12/18/05 46 31 15 53
11/2/05 36 20 15 64
9/11/05 38 NA NA 62
8/28/05 42 28 14 57
6/26/05 43 25 18 56
6/5/05 41 NA NA 58
4/24/05 42 “ “ 56
3/13/05 39 57
1/16/05 40 58
12/19/04 42 57
9/26/04 RV 47 50
8/29/04 RV 47 51
7/25/04 45 53
6/20/04 44 55
5/23/04 40 58
4/18/04 45 54

3/7/04 46 53
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2/11/04
1718/04
12/21/03
12/14/03
11/16/03
10/29/03
10/13/03
9/29/03
9/13/03
9/7/03
8/24/03
8/11/03
7/10/03
6/22/03
4/30/03
3/27/03*
3/23/03
3/20/03
3/17/03
3/9/03
2/23/03
2/9/03
2/5/03
2/1/03
1/28/03
1/27/03
1/20/03
12/15/02
1174702 LV
1173702 LV
1172702 LV
10/27/02
9/26/02
9/14/02
8/29/02

*3/27/03 and previous: "The situation with lraq and Saddam Hussein"

52

b. The economy

2/1/08
1/12/708
12/9/07
9/30/07
6/1/07
4/15/07
2/25/07
1719707
12/11/06
10/8/06
8/6/06
6/25/06
5/15/06
4/9/06
3/5/06
1/26/06
12/18/05
11/2/05
9/11/05
8/28/05
6/5/05
4/24/05

Approve
NET  Strongly

14
NA

20
NA

113

Somewhat

16
NA

21
NA

67
69
63
61
57
59
55
57
55
56

Disapprove
NET Somewhat

18
NA

18
NA

113

Strongly

50
NA

41
NA
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3/13/05 43 55 2
1/16/05 46 52 2
12/19/04 46 51 3
9/26/04 RV 47 50 4
8/729/04 RV 45 52 3
7/25/04 47 50 3
6/20/04 46 53 1
5/23/04 44 54 2
4/18/04 44 54 2
3/7/04 39 59 1
2/11/04 44 54 2
1/18/04 51 47 2
12/21/03 51 44 5
11/16/03 48 49 3
10/29/03 45 53 2
10/13/03 45 52 2
9/13/03 42 56 3
9/7/03 44 51 5
8/11/03 45 51 5
7/10/03 47 49 4
4/30/03 52 45 3
2/9/03 47 49 4
2/1/03 44 52 4
1/28/03 46 49 4
1/27/03 47 47 5
1/20/03 43 53 4
1/5/03 50 43 7
12/15/02 50 46 4
1174702 LV 53 45 2
11/3/02 LV 52 46 2
1172702 LV 55 43 2
10/27/02 51 43 6
9/26/02 51 47 3
9/8/02 57 40 4
7/28/02 57 39 4
7/15/02 58 38 3
4/21/02 64 33 3
1/27/02 62 34 4
12/19/01 67 27 6
11/6/01 72 23 5
9/9/01 48 48 4
7/30/01 52 45 3
6/3/01 53 41 6
4/22/01 55 38 7
3/25/01 50 42 8

3 Previously released.

4_ Do you approve or disapprove of the way the U.S. Congress is doing its job?

Approve Disapprove No opinion

2/1/08 33 59 8
1279707 32 60 8
9/30/07 29 65 6
7/21/07 37 60 4
6/1/07 39 53 8
4/15/07* 44 54 3
2/25/07 41 54 5
1/19/07 43 50 8
12/11/06 37 57 6
11/4/06 RV 36 60 4



10/22/06
10/8/06
9/7/06
8/6/06
5/15/06
4/9/06
3/5/06
1/26/06
178706
12/18/05
1172705
8/28/05
6/5/05
10/29/03
4/30/03
9/26/02
7/15/02
2/21/02
1/727/02
12/19/01
9/9/01
7/30/01
4/22/01
10/31799
9/2/99
6/6/99
3714799
2/14/99
12/20/98
12719798
12/13/98
11/7/98
11/71/98
10/25/98
10/18/98
9/28/98
8/21/98
7/12/98
5/12/98
4/4/98
1/31/98
1/30/98
1/25/98
1/24/98
1/19/98
10/13/97
8/27/97
7/8/97
4/24/97
379797
8/5/96
6/30/96
5/22/96
3/10/96
177796
11719795
1071795
7/17/95
3/19/95
1/29/95
10/31/94
10/23/94
9/11/94
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6/26/94 34 61 5
3/27/94 35 62 3
2/27/94 32 64 4
1/23/94 29 60 11
11/14/93 28 66 6
8/8/93 33 64 3
4/26/93 30 69 2
1/17/93 29 66 6
4/9/92 17 78 5
3/18/92 19 76 5
378792 22 73 6
2/2/92 32 64 4
12/15/91 35 59 6
10/21/91 45 50 5
6/2/91 49 46 5
10/14/90 34 63 3
2/4/90 41 55 4
1/16/90 39 55 6
8/21/89 42 53 5
5/23/89 54 44 2
2/14/89 53 44 3
1/23/88** 43 53 4
6/1/87 56 40 4
6/22/85 54 37 9
5/83 33 43 24
6/81 38 40 22
6/79 19 61 20
9/78 29 49 22
6/77 34 42 24
6/75 29 54 17
8/74 48 35 17

* Strongly/somewhat follow asked 4/15/07 and others
**1/23/88 and previous: Gallup

5. Do you approve or disapprove of the way (ITEM) are doing their job?
2/1/08 - Summary Table

Approve Disapprove No opinion

a. The Republicans in Congress 30 63 7
b. The Democrats in Congress 39 54 7
Trend:

a. The Republicans in Congress

Approve Disapprove No opinion

2/1/08 30 63 7
12/9/07 32 63 5
1171707 32 63 6
9/30/07 29 67 4
7/21/07 34 64 2
6/1/07 36 58 6
4/15/07 39 59 2
10/8/06 35 63 2
5/15/06 33 64 3
11/2/05 35 61 4
6/5/05 42 56 2
6/6/99 41 52 7
3714799 40 56 4
7/8/97 40 54 6
9/15/96 RV 46 48 6
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6/30/96 38

4/5/95 45
10/31/94 33
10/23/94 31
9/11/94 35

b. The Democrats in Congress

Approve Disapprove
2/1/08 39 54
12/9/07 40 53
11/1/07 36 58
9/30/07 38 57
7/21/07 46 51
6/1/07 44 49
4/15/07 54 44
10/8/06 48 50
5/15/06 39 58
11/2/05 41 54
6/5/05 42 56
6/6/99 51 42
3/14/99 51 42
7/8/97 45 49
4/5/95 36 60
10/31/94 39 53
10/23/94 36 59
9/11/94 41 53
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No opinion

6. Which political party, the (Democrats) or the (Republicans), do you trust to
do a better job handling (ITEM)?

2/1/08 - Summary Table*

The economy
Immigration issues
The situation in lraq
The federal budget
deficit

e. Taxes

f. The U.S. campaign
against terrorism
Health care

oO0ToD

g-
*Full sample asked items a,b; half sample asked items c,

asked items e-g.
Trend:

a. The economy

Democrats
2/1/08 52
12/9/07 51
1171707 50
9/30/07 51
10/22/06 RV 50
10/8/06 54
9/7/06 50
6/25/06 52
5/15/06 52

Both
Democrats Republicans (vol.)
52 2
40 37 2
48 34 3
52 31 2
48 40 1
44 37 4
56 29 2
d

Republicans

33
33
35

Both
(vol.)
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4/9/06 49 43 1 4 3
3/5/06 49 40 2 8 2
1/26/06 55 37 2 5 2
11/2/05 56 34 1 8 1
12/15/02 44 45 4 6 1
10/27/02* LV 43 48 3 3 2
9/26/02* 47 39 3 6 5
7/15/02** 38 48 3 6 5
1/27/02** 39 48 5 6 3
4/22/01*** 47 43 4 4 3
9/28/98 53 40 NA NA 7
7/12/98 49 37 4 5 6
1/19/98 45 44 3 6 3
7/8/97 43 39 5 12 2
10/23/94 38 43 3 14 2
9/11/94 39 43 3 11 4
2/27/94 47 36 3 11 3
2/2/92 49 38 2 7 4
12/15/91 43 36 4 11 5
3/74/91 32 49 5 10 4
1/16/90 33 52 4 7 4
*"The economy and jobs™
**"Improving the economy"
***4/22/01 and previous: "The nation®"s economy"
b. Immigration issues

Both Neither No

Democrats Republicans (vol.) (vol.) opinion

2/1/08 40 37 2 12 9
11/1/07 42 35 4 13 6
10/8/06 49 36 4 10 3
6/25/06 45 40 1 9 5
5/15/06 48 34 1 14 4
4/9/06 50 38 1 7 4

c. The situation in lraq

Both Neither No
Democrats Republicans (vol.) (vol.) opinion

2/1/08 48 34 3 9 6
12/9/07 49 35 3 10 4
11/1/07 50 34 2 10 4
9/30/07 49 34 3 11 3
9/7/07 42 31 3 19 5
11/4/06 RV 42 42 1 11 3
10/22/06 RV 48 40 1 8 3
10/8/06 51 38 3 7 2
9/7/06 43 44 2 10 2
8/6/06 43 40 * 11 5
6/25/06 47 41 1 9 2
5/15/06 50 36 2 10 3
4/9/06 49 42 1 6 2
3/5/06 42 42 2 11 2
1/26/06 47 40 1 9 2
12/18/05 47 44 2 6 2
11/2/05 48 37 2 11 2
12/15/702* 30 56 4 7 3
10/27/02 LV 31 58 3 4 4
9/26/02 33 52 6 4 6

*12/15/02 and previous: "The situation with Irag and Saddam Hussein"

d. The federal budget deficit



2/1/08
9/30/07

Compare to:

Democrats Republicans

52
52

The federal budget

5/15/06
1172705
7/15/02*
1/27/02****
3/14/99*
9/28/98*
7/12/98*
1/19/98**
7/8/97**
10/23/794***
9/11/94
2/27/94
2/2/92
3/74/91
1/16/90

31
29

Democrats Republicans

54
48
44
38
43
49
42
41
39
36
39
44
40
35
35

34
34
41
46
40
42
39

*"Managing the federal budget"
**"Balancing the federal budget"
***10/23/94 and previous: "Reducing the federal budget™

****""Keeping the federal budget balanced"

e. Taxes

2/1/08
11/1/07
5/15/06
11/2/05
12/15/02
9/26/02
4/22/01*
9/2/99*
3/14/99**
9/28/98**
7/12/98**
1/19/98**
7/8/97**
10/30/95*
10/23/794**
9/11/94**
2/27/94**
2/2/92**
12/15/791**
3/4/791**
1/16/90**

*"Cutting taxes"

Democrats
48
46
52
48
46
44
38
40
43
47
42
45
41
45
37
36
35
41
40
35
37

**"Holding taxes down"

Republicans

f. The U.S. campaign against terrorism

Both
(vol.)
2

2

Both
(vol.)
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Both
(vol.)

NOWWBRANNOWNWENNNWNRERENE

Both

Neither No
(vol.) opinion
10 6
12 5

Neither
(vol.)
8

13
6
7

10

NA
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Neither No

(vol.) opinion
8 4
8 4
5 2
11 1
6 2
6 4
6 3
6 3
10 4
NA 9
8 8
6 2
15 4
3 3
17 2
11 4
18 2
8 3
14 5
13 3
10 4

Neither No
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Democrats Republicans (vol.) (vol.) opinion
2/1/08 44 37 4 10 5
12/9/07 45 38 4 8 6
11/1/07 41 42 4 9 4
9/30/07 41 40 5 10 4
9/7/07 39 36 4 17 4
10/22/06 RV 44 43 2 8 3
10/8/06 47 41 4 6 2
9/7/06 40 47 1 9 3
8/6/06 46 38 1 11 4
6/25/06 39 46 2 10 3
5/15/06 46 41 2 8 3
4/9/06 46 45 1 6 1
3/5/06 39 46 3 10 2
1/26/06 41 46 2 6 4
11/2/05 42 42 4 10 3
12/15/02 25 61 5 6 2
10/27/02* LV 26 61 4 5 4
9/26/02* 30 51 6 6 8
7/15/02 27 55 9 3 6
1/27/02 23 62 10 3 2

*"The war on terrorism"

g- Health care

Both Neither No
Democrats Republicans (vol.) (vol.) opinion

2/1/08 56 29 2 10 4
11/1/07 54 29 2 10 5
9/30/07 56 26 2 12 5
10/8/06 61 28 1 7 2
5/15/06 61 28 1 7 2
4/9/06 61 29 * 6 3
11/2/05 54 29 2 12 3
12/15/02* 53 33 3 7 4
10/27/02* LV 50 39 3 5 3
9/26/02* 50 35 4 5 6
7/15/02** 47 37 3 9 5
1/27/02** 50 35 5 5 4
1/19/98*** 54 33 2 7 4
10/23/94 46 29 2 21 2
9/11/94 51 29 3 12 5
2/27/94 58 22 5 11 3
2/2/92 60 25 3 8 4
12/15/91 57 23 3 11 5

*"The cost, availability, and coverage of health insurance"
**"improving the health care system"
***1/19/98 and previous: "Providing affordable health care"

7. AlIl in all, considering the costs to the United States versus the benefits
to the United States, do you think the war with lraqg was worth fighting, or
not? Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat?

————— Worth fighting ---- --- Not worth fighting -- No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
2/1/08 34 23 11 65 11 53 1
1/12/08 35 21 13 64 13 51 2
12/9/07 37 25 12 61 11 50 2
11/1/07 35 23 12 63 12 51 2
9/30/07 38 25 14 59 12 47 3
9/7/07 36 23 13 62 11 51 2
7/21/07 36 25 12 63 10 53 1



6/1/07
4/15/07
2/25/07
1/10/07
12711706
11/74/06
10/22/06
10/8/06
9/7/06
8/6/06
6/25/06
5/15/06
4/9/06
3/5/06
1/26/06
1/8/06
12/18/05
11/2/05
8/28/05
6/26/05
6/5/05
4/24/05
3/13/05
1/16/05
12/19/04
1073704
9/26/04
9/8/04
8/29/04
7/25/04
6/20/04
5/23/04
5/6/04
4/18/04
3/7/04
2/11/04
1/18/04
12/21/03
12/14/03
11/16/03
10/29/03
10/13/03
9/13/03
9/7/03
8/24/03
8/11/03
7/10/03
6/22/03
4/30/03
2/2/92*
7/28/91
6/2/91
3/74/91

RV

LV
RV

RV

70

*2/2/92 and previous: "the Persian Gulf war'; 3/4/91: "this war"
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8. Do you think the United States is or is not making significant progress

toward restoring civil order in Iraq?

2/1/08
1/12/08

Is making
significant progress
42

Is not making
significant progress
54

54

o
opinion
4



12/9/07 41 55 4
11/1/07 39 59 2
9/7/07 36 60 4
6/1/07 32 64 4
12/11/06 31 66 3
6/25/06 48 49 2
3/5/06 43 56 2
12/18/05 60 37 2
11/2/05 44 55 2
8/28/05 48 50 2
6/26/05 48 51 1
12/19/04 44 49 7
6/20/04 51 48 1

9-28 Previously released.

29. On another subject, would you describe the state of the nation®s economy
these days as excellent, good, not so good or poor?

--- Excellent/Good --- --- Not so good/Poor --- No

NET Excellent  Good NET Not so good Poor opinion
2/1/08 19 1 18 81 43 38 0
12/9/07 28 3 25 72 40 32 *
11/1/07 35 3 32 64 39 26 *
4/15/07 42 5 37 57 37 20 *
12/11/06 50 7 42 50 36 14 *
10/22/06 55 10 45 45 28 17 *
10/8/06 47 7 40 53 37 16 *
3/5/06 43 5 38 57 37 19 *
1/26/06 40 5 35 60 37 23 *
12/18/05 45 5 39 55 38 17 *
11/2/05 35 3 32 65 36 29 *
9/11/05 40 3 37 59 37 22 1
6/5/05 44 3 40 56 38 19 *
4/24/05 37 2 35 63 44 20 *
9/26/04 RV 46 3 43 53 38 15 1
8/29/04 RV 45 3 41 55 37 18 *
7/25/04 46 4 42 53 39 14 *
6/20/04 45 4 41 55 38 17 *
4/18/04 43 4 39 57 39 18 *
3/7/04 39 2 37 60 38 22 1
1/18/04 42 3 39 58 42 16 0
12/21/03 42 4 39 57 41 16 1
10/29/03 33 1 32 67 45 23 *
9/13/03 30 2 27 70 45 25 *
8/11/03 32 2 30 68 43 25 *
4/30/03 35 1 34 64 46 19 *
2/9/03 28 1 27 72 49 23 *
1/20/03 25 1 25 74 48 26 1
12/15/02 35 1 33 65 44 21 1
11/4/02 LV 28 1 27 72 55 17 1
11/3/02 LV 27 1 26 72 56 17 1
11/2/02 LV 29 1 28 71 54 17 *
9/26/02 31 2 28 69 50 19 *
7/15/02 39 3 36 61 44 17 1
2/21/702 30 1 29 69 51 18 *
1/27/02 31 1 29 69 50 19 *
9/20/01 38 3 35 60 47 14 2
9/9/01 33 1 32 66 47 19 *
7/30/01 50 3 46 50 39 12 *
4/22/01 50 3 47 50 40 9 *



1/15/01 70 10 59 29 24 6 1
10/27/00 LV 86 24 61 14 11 3 *
10/26/00 LV 86 24 61 14 11 3 *
6/11/00 74 17 57 26 19 6 *
2/27/00 80 25 55 20 14 5 *
10/31/99 74 18 56 26 18 7 1
9/2/99 76 19 57 23 16 6 1
3/14/99 80 22 58 19 15 4 1
11/1/98 73 12 61 26 21 5 1
11/1/798 LV 78 13 65 22 19 3 *
10713797 61 12 49 39 27 11 *
3/19/95 34 1 33 66 45 20 *
10/31/94 38 1 37 62 42 19 1
10/23/94 40 1 39 59 41 18 1
6/20/93 17 1 16 83 50 33 1
3/11/93 19 1 19 80 45 35 1
6/7/92 12 * 12 88 45 43 *
12/15/91 10 * 10 89 40 49 *
11/10/91 12 1 12 87 42 45 *
6/2/91 23 1 22 77 47 30 *

See also ABC/Post CCl trend

30. Thinking about the next 12 months, would you say you feel (optimistic) or
(pessimistic) about (ITEM)?

2/1/08 - Summary Table

Optimistic Pessimistic No opinion

a. the state of the national economy 45 51 4
b. your own family®s financial

situation 67 30 3
Trend:

a. the state of the national economy

Optimistic Pessimistic No opinion

2/1/08 45 51 4
12/9/07 45 52 3
12711706 64 33 3
5/15/06 52 46 1
12/18/05 55 44 1
12/19/04 58 40 2
6/20/04 64 34 2
1/14/03 63 35 2

b. your own family®"s financial situation

Optimistic Pessimistic No opinion

2/1/08 67 30 3
12/9/07 72 25 3
12/11/06 82 16 2
5/15/06 79 20 1
12/18/05 73 26 1
12/19/04 75 23 2

31. Just your best guess, would you say the nation®s economy is in a recession
right now, or not?

Is in a recession Is not in a recession No opinion
2/1/08 59 38 3
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1/18/04 39 58 3
10/7/90 59 36 5
12/12/81 82 12 5

32. Do you think the United States is in a long-term economic decline, or do
you think the country®s economic system is basically pretty solid?

Long-term decline Basically pretty solid No opinion
2/1/08 49 47 4
5/6/96 46 51 3

33. As you may know, Bush and congressional leaders are planning payments to
most workers of several hundred dollars and new tax breaks for businesses in

order to stimulate the economy. Do you think this will or will not be enough to

avoid or soften a recession?

will Will not No opinion
2/1/08 28 67 5

34. If you get a federal rebate, what will you most likely do with it?

2/1/08

Pay bills 31
Save it 30
Spend it 22
Save/use for

education 3
Pay taxes 1
Help others/family/

charities 1
Spend some/save some 1
Will not get a

rebate 3
Other 2
No opinion 6

35-36 Previously released.
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